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Comments in the Espoo consultation on the Danish plans for a new storage 
facility for radioactive waste 
 
The Swedish NGO Office for Nuclear Waste Review, MKG, would like to make the 
following short comments on the Danish plans for a new storage facility for 
radioactive waste. 
 
1. MKG welcomes that Denmark has decided to build a new storage facility for 
radioactive waste while waiting to find safe and secure methods and sites for long-
term storage of the waste in a repository. MKG would like to stress that with the 
new facility there is no need to stress forward with this process. It is important that 
the best available technology and site are used for a repository. This may take 
time, and international cooperation, to achieve. 
 
2. In section 1.2.1 of the draft Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report 
there is a list of radioactive waste to be accommodated in the storage facility. The 
list includes the 233 kg of irradiated test fuel from testing in the hot lab at Risø. 
This spent nuclear fuel is to be regarded as long-lived high-level waste. It is 
therefore disconcerting that in the main document of the notification a similar list, 
including the irradiated test fuel, is said to be consisting of “low- and middle-active” 
waste. This is not the case and it should be clearly communicated in all future 
Danish work on radioactive waste the irradiated test fuel is long-lived high-level 
radioactive waste. 
 
3. The 233 kg of irradiated fuel rods should be managed in a way to allow simple 
transfer to a container that can be put in a repository for spent nuclear fuel in 
another country. In Sweden, similar irradiated fuel rods from the hot lab in Studsvik 
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are put in a container with the same form factor as a spent fuel element from a 
nuclear reactor. 
 
4. MKG would like to stress that it is important that a storage solution is found also 
for the NORM and uranium waste at the Risø facility. 
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