
 
An open letter to the Environment State Bureau regarding 

existential threats to the living environment in the Baltic 
Sea region caused by radioactive pollution from the nuclear 

waste repositories, which are planned to be built in 
Forsmark, Sweden 

 
according to the requirements of Section 4 and 5 of the Espoo 

Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary 
Context (1991) and a statement of the Swedish Environmental 

Protection Agency regarding the prepared environmental impact 
assessment report and its public consultation 

 
Also enclosed as a PDF 
 
Having regard to that the total number of errors in the ecological safety 
system, as well as in the social and economic safety systems has led to an 
existential risk to humanity, and also due to the fact that we have been 
present and closely followed the development process of nuclear waste 
repository projects, we hereby inform that the professional reliability is an 
utter illusion on all levels and dimensions of the project. 
 
The nuclear waste repositories are planned by using the KBS–3 method: 

1) right on the coast of the Baltic Sea, literally in the sea, as no any 
other place on the land has been found because all other 
municipalities have refused to accept nuclear waste apart from those 
municipalities which host the nuclear power plants (NPP), since they 
have already been corrupted for many decades; 

2) to build in a historically very active seismic zone; 
3) in the rocks which are water-permeable due to cracks and may also have 

methane gas cooling detonations; 
4) waste would be stored in copper cylinders which start corroding already 

after 100 years and would also explode from gasses contained 
therein; 

5) bentonite clay around cylinders is not resistant to discharges but 
rather serves as an ideal carrier material on the wide surfaces of 
particles; 

6) the borehole depth of 500 m is insufficient and radiation would get 
into groundwaters and the Baltic Sea; 

7) projects are managed by foreigners who are already transporting nuclear 
waste, radioactive scrap metal and uranium ores even from the U.S. 
and Australia; 

8) lying that after 1000 years the contents of the nuclear waste capsules 
would have become as harmless as uranium ore in the rocks, although 
the whole issue is about 30 radionuclides that did not exist on the 
Earth before the nuclear era, and half-life of uranium-238 is 4.5 
billion years; 

9) using the ICRP radiation risk prediction model recommended by the IAEA, 
which may entail the error frequency by up to several thousand 
times. The ECRR model that provides high reliability in predicting 
the radiation risks should be used, however, it is disregarded in 
the nuclear waste repository projects which reduce and falsify the 
risks caused to the living environment in the region by several 
thousand times; 

10) etc.  
 



It is very important that by acquiring this information about the conceptual 
scientific falsification of the planned nuclear waste repository projects 
implemented on the Swedish and Finnish coastline, Latvia is starting to 
actively participate in the processes suggested by the Espoo Convention that 
provides an opportunity for the neighbouring countries to express their 
opinion about the projects which may have an apocalyptic impact on the 
environment, including the right to use their veto-power. 
 
We, the Baltic Sea Regional Office of the ECRR (European Committee on 
Radiation Risk), consider that it is urgently necessary to inform the Latvian 
society about the following: 
 
Breathing contaminated air and eating contaminated fish and other products 
cause serious health problems including cancer. For example, it was proved 
that after the Chernobyl disaster, cancer incidence rate among people living 
in Sweden near the coast of the Baltic Sea increased, whereas it decreased 
among those living in the inland of Sweden.  
  
 
The Baltic Sea Regional Office of the European Committee on Radiation Risks 
hereby asks 
 

1) the Latvian government to change the status of Latvia from the current 
one, namely, “a COUNTRY UNAFFECTED by the nuclear waste repository 
projects in Sweden and Finland” so that the Latvian government and 
municipalities could participate in discussions about development 
and analysis of the nuclear waste repositories in line with the 
Espoo Convention guidelines  

2) to urgently change the ecological safety system by supporting the 
social and economic systems of INDIGENOUS PEOPLE that would 
facilitate independent scientific research, as well as to change the 
safety systems where the total number of errors has led to the 
existential risk to humanity 

3) to make amendments to all laws to clean the environment from the 
disseminated radiation 

4) to take radiation protection measures and implement projects to clean 
the environment in the Baltic Sea region, as well as to inform the 
local people about consequences of radiation, to assign funds for 
independent scientific research projects that would investigate the 
impact of radiation in the Baltic Sea on human health 

5) the responsible institutions to urgently reassess the applied radiation 
risk modelling system by introducing the ECRR radiation risk 
assessment model and abandoning the use of the ICRP model 

6) to monitor pollution with uranium-bearing particles in the Baltic Sea 
region (Helcom does not do this) 

 
In cooperation with Pr. Chris Busby, the Scientific Secretary of ECRR 
(www.euradcom.org), we are ready to give you a detailed presentation about 
the following urgent aspects: 
 
• Over the last 40 years, the Baltic Sea has become the most radioactive 
sea in the world  
• Oncological disease incidence rate in Latvia is increasing every year  
• Uranium and other particles cause irreversible damage to DNA and gene 
pool  
• Radioactive particles are floating around the Baltic Sea in the entire 
region  
 
VIDEO by Pr. C.Busby from the Academy of Science, in English, 29.03.2016 



https://youtu.be/z3xyAx0-bXg?list=PLQugSGR36JKHDF0DMu2fMExHwGb5mxLot  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Ditta Rietuma 
General Secretary of the ECRR Baltic Sea Regional Office 
www.euradcom.org, bsr@euradcom.org  
+46-703 999 069 
+371-298 110 64 


